
The Story of Two Soldiers 

One man came from the Phillipsville area and the other travelled from the Morton area.  They 

had the same purpose- to come to Elgin to enlist with the 156th Leeds & Grenville Battalion and 

fight for “King and Country”.   

Arthur Thomas Cooper and Martin James Flynn both trained with the Elgin Platoon in the late 

winter of 1916.  They sailed together for England, received further training there prior to 

departing for France.  Their stories end differently.  The remains of Jim Flynn rest in Cerisy-

Gailly military cemetery, France and those of Arthur Cooper in the Halladay Burial Place, Elgin.  

A professionally designed permanent exhibit at the Red Brick School. Featuring some of their 

military paraphernalia, personal items and biographies, will allow visitors to learn more about 

these two local soldiers and the Elgin Platoon.   

Please join the EAHS on November 11, 2022 at 2 pm for the exhibit opening ceremony.  This 

exhibit will be open to the public from 10-3 pm on the next two weekends (Nov. 12, 13 and 19, 

20).  The exhibit will close for the winter months and reopen next spring.   

                                                              

               Arthur Thomas Cooper                Cooper’s Tunic, Bugle         Cooper’s medals 

                                                                     and Souvenir Grenade                      

                                                          

                                        Martin James Flynn              Flynn’s Memorial Plaque 

                                                  AKA..Deadman’s Penny 

 


