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The Historic
Rideau Canal

Limited 20 Day Run!!
" Weekends
June 28 to Aug 31
10am to 3pm
Red Brick School

The Historic Rideau Canal — the one ahd only!

Come aboard at the Red Brick School and navigate the historic Rideau Canal every weekend, 10am to 3pm, from June
28" through August 31%. The Rideau Canal is a series of rivers, lakes, channels and locks that form a continuous 202 km
waterway from Kingston to Ottawa. Designed and constructed between 1826 and 1832, by Lt. Col. John By and his team,

this engineering marvel is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

As a precursor to the 200" Anniversary of the start of construction for the Rideau Canal in 2026, the 200" Anniversary of
its completion will be in 2032, the Elgin and Area Heritage Society (EAHS) presents a pictorial display of the Locks of the
Rideau Canal, expertly compiled by EAHS Partner Glen Russell, in collaboration with Rideau Canal Researcher Ken
Watson.

The exhibit presents photos of the historic Rideau Canal from the late 19" and early 20" centuries. The 67 remastered
colour prints displayed on 16 6’ x 2’ panels, feature 34 maps, 24 lock stations and 47 locks, with the photos and maps
linked to allow your experience to be both visual and spatial.

Contributing photographers to this one-of-a-kind display are: Clifford Pennock (30); Marsden Kemp (5); William Topley
(2); James Ballantyne; Clifford Johnson; John Boyd; J.J. Kerfoot; Samuel J. Jarvis; Mr. Newman and Unknown (24).

Don’t be left high and dry on the dock, waving to your family and friends as they sail off through the EAHS display of the
Historic Rideau Canal.

Visit us at the RBS, 10 am — 3 pm any Saturday or Sunday in July or August.
You will enjoy the ride!



A Message from our President:

Greetings to all society members and community
supporters. This year marks the EAHS 22nd year of
operation and your Board of Directors has been busy
with maintenance projects, community outreach, the
school visiting program, and preparation of 2025°s
spectacular new display: “The Historic Rideau Canal”.

As we enjoy this 2025 Newsletter edition, join with me in
thanking Mary Carty, our faithful volunteer editor for the
past 17 years. All that is accomplished is due to our
dedicated Board of Directors, volunteers and the support
from our membership. Thank you. Please consider
continuing your support by renewing your membership —
a bargain at the 2006 rate of $10 person! New members
are most welcome. (see membership/donor form on pg.7)

A special request: please consider joining our team of
volunteers as we are always seeking individuals with
wvaried interests and skills. We would benefit from
assistance with display research and preparation;
cataloging; walking tours; school and visitor tours;
building maintenance consultation; advertising and more.
Be a part of our team as we continue to strive to preserve
and share the heritage of Elgin and area through activities
and programs at the Red Brick School.

Mary Roantree, President, EAHS
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EAHS Calendar of Events: 2025:

¢ “The Historic Rideau Canal” — Saturdays
and Sundays, June 28" to August 31st at the
Elgin Red Brick School, 10:00 am. - 3:00 pm. A
photographic display high lighting the scenic
Rideau Canal in times past; carefully crafted
and remastered by Glenn Russell, designer, and
Ken Watson, Rideau Canal researcher.

Outdoor Plant and Yard Sale at the Red Brick
School - Elgin Days July 12" 8 am -3 pm.
Items for sale may be dropped off at the RBS on
Friday, July 11"

% “Music in the Park” Sunday, July 20" in
Heritage Park, Elgin, 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm. An
eclectic mix of performers: Bryan Cooper
(classic country), Jenn Mann (all genres), and
Wild Parsnips: Matthew Churchill and
Herman Amberger (folk & original tunes). It’s
a goodwill donation event — proceeds to South
Crosby P.S. playground equipment. Please bring
your own chair and water bottle. No rain date.

< “Doors Open” August 16" and 17": EAHS is
joining many other Township of Rideau Lakes
sites in opening the doors of the RBS to public
visitation. 10:00 am — 4:00 pm. All welcome.

< “Music in the Park” — Sunday, August 24",
2:00 to 4: 00 pm, Heritage Park, Elgin. The
popular Beverley Trio, Tom Heinz (oboe),
Gayle Klaber (cello) and Harold Levine (violin)
will perform for us again this year high lighting
classical favourites with entertaining and
insightful background commentary. Please bring
your own chair and water bottle. It’s a goodwill
donation event — proceeds to the Rideau
District H. S. music program. No rain date.

% “Enemy Under Our Roof: a Childhood
Memoir from Nazi Occupied Netherlands:
1940 -1945”, Saturday, October 25®, 1:30 pm
at the Elgin Community Hall. Guest speaker -
author Johanna M. W. Lemke who will deliver
a graphic and riveting recap of her early
experiences in war -torn Netherlands. A
presentation not to be missed. No admission
charge. Copies of Johanna’s book will be for
sale - $30 (cash only)

&

% Follow Us On Facebook:
Elgin and Area Heritage Society

& Visit Our Website: eahs.ca



A Tribute to Elgin Continuation School World War II Veterans

The EAHS has continued its community outreach with the
recent addition of a maple tree to the “heritage’ space
beside Elgin's main street: the site of three Elgin-focused
storyboards.

A treasured artifact at the Red Brick School is an Elgin
Continuation School document listing students who had
participated in WW 11, in both combatant and
noncombatant roles. Noted were the deaths of Wendell
Austin, Charles Bell, Kenneth Emmons, Roy Graham, John
Vincent Muchmore, William Joseph Muchmore (brothers),
Ford Stevens and Bruce Weaver whose lives are honoured
with the placement of this tree.

These young men had been attendees of the Elgin
Continuation School (now the site of Rideau Apartments).
Here grades 9-12 education was provided for area young
people, 1925 until 1960, when Rideau District High School
opened (serving North Leeds and including grade 13). It is
in recognition of their sacrifices that the EAHS dedicates
this tree.

Once occupying a place of prominence at the ECS, the Picture da ¢ the free planting wer the
document was lost from public view with the closure of the following EAHS board members(left to
continuation school until its rediscovery several years ago. ioh )

1): Me J : 1
Bearing the ravages of time, (soil, water damage, insect right): Mary Caity, Jaie: Campbedl, Titison
frass and discolouration), the document was restored by a
skilled conservator commissioned by the EAHS. Once

Halladay, tree planter, Corey Evans of
Rideau Roots, Mary Roantree, and Diane

- Haski
again the document occupies a place of honour, this time at i
the Red Brick School. “Lest We FOl‘get”
Future EAHS plans include the installation of a fourth story
board at the Main St. site which will honour these men, as Article submitted by Diane Haskins

well as the historic schools of Elgin.

— A Fun Time for Everyone

-

South Crosby P. S. Students visit the RBS in June




Where Old Meets New: The Red Brick School
Continues to Teach After 138 Years:

In the fall of 2024, the Elgin and Area Heritage Society learned of a mobile digital lab initiative under development
by the Upper Canada District School Board. Diane Haskins, an EAHS director, contacted Blake Seward, the
coordinator of the project to see if a partnership could be formed. The article that follows highlights the eventual
exciting learning adventure that took place at the RBS involving Blake Seward and Mason Black of the UCDSB,
teachers, Julia Gilbert and William French and students of Rideau District High School, and volunteers of the EAHS.

Grade 10 and Intermediate students from Rideau District
High School in Elgin, ON have been spending time
learning more about their local history in a new
interactive archiving initiative at the Elgin Red Brick
School (RBS).

During their work on the Hill 70 Memorial Project,
Blake Seward and Mason Black, both high school
history teachers, came to realized that small history
museums and heritage organizations lacked a way to
effectively preserve their files and artifacts.

Due to a variety of factors including lack of space,
equipment, funding and resources, small museums such
as the Red Brick School are at risk of damage to, even
loss of their local history collections; RBS

volunteers, having dedicated much time and care to
building the school’s archives, are concerned about what
may happen to the artifacts in the future if preservation
efforts were not made.

The digital cataloguing of artifacts soon emerged as the
single best way to overcome these obstacles. Earlier this
year, three mobile digital labs were purchased by the
Upper Canada District School Board for the purpose of
scanning items so they could be uploaded to a digital
database. This spring one of these labs was set up in the

Working at the flatbed scanner station,
Jake and Ethan, students in grade 10
history, scan the 1951 Elgin
Continuation School Yearbook.

These grade 7 students, Hayden and Sheila
display their exciting archival selection - a
World War Il gas mask.

up in the RBS. Julia Gilbert’s two Grade 10 history
classes and William French’s Grade 7 Intermediate class
capitalized on the opportunity.

These young students, often more technologically literate
than their elders, were invited to their local RBS museum
to scan items themselves, engaging with their community
and making family connections along the way. Many
students have been able to find family photos and writing
samples from their ancestors through this initiative,
providing additional depth and insight into the artifacts.

Mason Black, a Smiths Falls based teacher and
coordinator with Blake Seward in this initiative, said that
this style of learning is important for several reasons.
Students are inspired to continue their involvement in
local history; assistance is provided for those who have
difficulty using technology and these precious pieces are
preserved online for all to enjoy.

To date, the UCDSB has bought and stores six mobile
labs, which can be easily relocated and used. For the
students participating in the project, these visits to the
schoolhouse have been an opportunity to reflect on the
advancements in education and the differences in how
schools approach learning today.

Xavier Rankin, peer tutor, and Clint
Halladay, EAHS V.P., study the
Teepell farming family's archival
picture file.
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By analyzing primary sources, students get to
observe the nuances of writing styles and language
used throughout the 18 and 1900s, as well what
subjects were the focus of teaching at the

time. Many were surprised to see that disciplines
such as Latin, botany and cursive writing were
taught to students from a young age.

As each class gathered at the RBS, Mr. Seward,
Mr. Black, Ms. Gilbert and Mr. French separated
students into groups whose task it was to choose an
historical artifact, scan the item(s) using the
appropriate scanner, fill out a documentation form,
recording the size, condition, medium and facts of
the object; then enter all information into the digital
database. Along with the digitally scanned photos,
the data sheets will be used to provide more
information on the artifacts and give context to
researchers.

In the future, volunteers of the Red Brick School
hope that students who have visited as part of the
project are inspired to pursue their interest in
history into university studies, potential careers and
volunteering work.

With a new exhibit soon to be displayed featuring
the Rideau canal and lock system, the schoolhouse
will be busy with visitors this summer, all hoping
to recapture what life was like for those who went
to a school first opened in 1887 - 138 years ago.

Mr. Seward is the creator of the Less We

Forget project, a research assignment that
encourages grade 10 students to learn about the
lives of soldiers who were killed in World War I;
he regularly leads groups of students on trips to see
famous historical sites throughout Europe.

His unique approach to learning with an emphasis
on transferable skills is an integral part of this

initiative. Mr. Seward states that many practices that
schools use to evaluate student’s learning, such as
memorization, multiple choice tests and worksheets are
outdated. These methods do not engage students and are
not memorable to them, as they do not feel a stake or
connection to the content about which they are studying.

The analysis of primary documents is actually what the
Ontario Curriculum states should be taught in Grade 10
history, but schools seldom have the initiative or
resources to include this dynamic, something this project
aims to facilitate.

This project also falls under the jurisdiction of Real
World Learning, a school board wide teaching initiative
that they state, “aims to help students develop critical
thinking skills, problem-solving abilities and practical
skills that can be applied beyond the classroom.

Kate
Coleman, our

columnist, is a Grade
12 student at Rideau
District High School
in Elgin, Ontario. She
is a peer tutor and
| student in an IDC4U
Thesis Writing course.
In writing this article,
she has collaborated
with Mr. Black, Ms.
Gilbert and Mr.
Seward and received
the assistance of Red Brick School volunteers. Next
year, Kate plans to attend Queen’s University to study
History and Sociology. EAHS is pleased to be able to
eature Kate's work in our Newsletter.

Prior to the classes visiting the mobile digital lab at the RBS, a

training session was held for teachers, EAHS board members and
volunteers who would be working with the students. In
attendance were the group pictured here who discovered that they
shared an interesting connection to one another. (From left to
right) Diane Haskins, EAHS board member and teacher at
R.D.H.S in the 1960’s taught Jane Campbell. Jane, also an
EAHS board member, taught Blake Seward at Smiths Falls
District Collegiate Institute. Blake, the Coordinator of the
UCDSB Mobile Digital Lab Program taught Sarah Holla at
Smiths Falls District C.D.I. Sarah is now the Registrar of the
Goulbourn Museum and was the Training Instructor for the day’s
learning session at the RBS.




South Crosby Rural Telephone Company

Submitted by Neil A. Patterson

On the 7" day of November 1907, at The Empire Hotel in Elgin, a group of public-spirited citizens of the village
and surrounding district met for the purpose of forming what was to become the South Crosby Rural Telephone
Company. Hiram S. Davison, of Phillipsville was appointed Chairman and Sautelle Dargavel was named Secretary. A
committee composed of John Dargavel, Dr. D.A. Coon and Dr. J.M. Dunn was formed with the direction to create an
action plan for the new undertaking. Two weeks later, on November 21 * those present appointed a Board of Directors
and a unanimous vote elected a President, Dr. D.A. Coon, a Secretary, J.S. Dargavel and seven directors: Wiley A.
Coon, A.L. Campbell, J.G. Delong, W.E. Gray, B.M. Cannon, B.N. Henderson and E.V. Halladay.

The new board established a Constitution and Bylaws allowing for application to be made for incorporation. Prior
to receiving the first call, start-up costs (required for a building with the necessary equipment, erecting poles and lines
and paying early salaries) were estimated at $13,750.00. To raise these funds, shares were sold in the new company; its
shares, listed on the Canadian Securities Market, could be bought and sold by any stock broker. The Telephone
Company began operation on March 15™, 1912.

A bill for $12 from the Telephone Company to C.S. Johnson for toll calls between July 1, 1912 and July 1, 1913 was
signed on behalf of the Telephone Company by J.S. Dargavel. The 1921 Census shows only 2 employees - operator
Jennie Kerr (wife of the postmaster Charlie Kerr) who was paid $700 a year and lineman Horace Judson.

In 1930, the site of early telephone operations, lot 11 in Elgin, was sold to Adelbert Campbell; eventually, in 1948,
becoming Ben Campbell’s Hardware. The Telephone Company purchased lot 29 and constructed what was to be
known as - The Central Office. These property transactions were handled on behalf of the board by the President A.L.
Campbell and Secretary Aileen Fahey. Despite it being The Depression Era, demand showed a need to expand the
entire system. A.R. Patterson, from Burridge, was hired to restructure the complete operation. The 1931 census showed
that the Company only employed 3 operators, Muriel George, Wilhemena Tole and Nell Pinkerton. Ali Patterson’s plan
included doubling the switchboard size to accommodate all the new private lines he planned to establish. More lines
meant more operators: Ali hired his sister Hilda from Crow Lake as well as Mildred Kerr and Verna Lewis. Later,
Annie Weeks and the Gard Girls worked as operators in the late 40°s and early 50’s. Charley Lake was added to the
Horace Judson’s technical staff; Ike Updegrove and Royden Pope began setting up new polls and lines where none had
existed previously.

Central Office, Elgin, On. Today, it is a private home.

Operators — Ruby Mustard and Annie Weeks

The Telephone Office had 2 switchboards needing 2 operators from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The room was closed off from the
public by a glass and wood wall with a wicket to accept payments or receive call information. In the public section, a
booth with desk, chair and phone allowed for private calls to be made. Businessmen like Fred Acheson, a cattle buyer
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who shipped his product to meat packing companies, came to the Central Office 2 to 3 times a week using the desk and
phone to make his mostly long-distance calls. Cottagers on Newboro, Clear, Sand and Whitefish Lakes

did not have telephones: while here, they came to the Central Office to call back to their homes in the United States.
Ernie Oliver, from Toronto, a summer resident on Sand Lake, came to the Central Office frequently to place what were
likely business calls. He and his big blue Chrysler were always noted when he arrived as he often brought chocolates
for the operators and Ali’s son. Ali took up residence in the home part of the Telephone Office as did Hilda who was
the overnight emergency call operator. After Ali married, his 2 eldest sons were born in the building.

During Ali’s 20 year management, there was great growth in numbers of customers and in technology. He began the
process of changing the party lines to private lines. The party line system, which saw as many as 10 households on one
line was flawed. A caller would ask the operator who answered a call to be connected to a particular person. She would
put an extension cord into the plug designated for that person’s line, pull a little switch to ring the intended customer
(perhaps 2 long rings and one short ring). The person at that home would hear the 2 long rings and 1 short ring and
knew the call was for them. At the same time, 9 other households would also hear the phone rings; one or more of
these households would pick up their phones and listen in. You dare not say that your unmarried daughter was pregnant
as almost all of South Crosby plus Phillipsville, Portland and Newboro would know all the details in 20 minutes.

The telephone lines spread across the country were ready targets for lightning strikes during thunderstorm; the
electricity would follow the wire back to the telephone office. Both the walls inside and the outside of the office were
marked with the black burn marks from the lightning strikes. When the lightning struck, the line keys would all open
as though there were in- coming calls. The operators knew that they had to leave the switchboard when a thunderstorm
was active in the area: they said it was time for “thunder tea”. No long distance or emergency calls would be answered.

The private lines grew to the point that the 2 switchboards required 2 operators, 14 hours a day, 7 days a week. By
the end of the Second World War, the technology had changed to the degree that private line calls could be connected
automatically. Long distance calls were kept under the control of the operator Because time and charges had to be
added to the subscriber’s account.

Following the WW II, Bell Canada began to modernize the system; by the 1950°s, when Ruby Mustard became the
manager, except for long distance calls, dial phones with 4 number dialing had replaced the need for 2 operators. Bell
took over the system in 1956/57, building what were called repeater stations. In 1972, Bell made an agreement with the
Community Telephone Company of Ontario to operate their rural phone system. The South Crosby Telephone
Company ceased to exist and the Central Office was sold as a home to Gordon Curry.

EAHS Membership/Donation Form 2025
Name: Telephone #:
Address:

Postal Code:

Email: (Please Print Clearly)

Membership: ( $10 per year per person) is enclosed: $

Donation: I would like to make a donation to the EAHS for 2025 in the amount of $
(A tax receipt will be issued to you for all donations of $20.00 or more.)

Complete and send this form to: Elgin and Area Heritage Society, Box 480, Elgin, ON KO0G 1E0
Make Cheques Payable to: Elgin and Area Heritage Society.

To make payment by e- transfer: forward payment to: treasurer@eahs.ca Please enter your contact
information (name, address etc.) in the “message segment” of the e-transfer process.




Members and Donors 2022 -2025

As in past years, the Elgin and Area Heritage Society has been most fortunate to have a generous community, both
individuals and groups, who have given us a great deal of financial support. The years 2023 to 2025 are no exception.
Below is a list of those who have made contributions in the form of a membership purchase, personal or memorial
donations, as well as, community and group gifts and grants. We remain very grateful for this support.

(EAHS Membership/Donation Form — See Page 7)

Alderdice, Mary Lynne
Alford, Sue
Antoine-Hartley, Monique
Balson, David

Bedore, Colleen

Bedore, Lily

Bentivagio, Josee

Bentley, Ron and Barb
Berofe, David/Mercier Celeste
Best,Duncan & Marilynn
Bishop, Anne/Charles Marion
Bond, Marilyn

Booth, Margaret

Bourassa, Ellen
Braybrook, Darlene
Brown, Louise

Brown, Nick and Jeanie
Burt, Doug and Lynn
Burtch, Keith

Campbell, Ann

Campbell, Doreen & Frank
Campbell, Georgina & Jim
Campbell, Helen
Campbell, Ian

Campbell, Jane/Hamper, B.
Campbell, Patricia
Carbino, Cindy and Greg
Carbino, Freda

Carbino, Mary

Carroll, Mary

Carty, Bill

Carty, Ginny

Carty, Mary

Churchill, Bruce

Cooper, Bruce

Cooper, Bryan

Courneyea, Joan Marie
Cowley, Stella

Cripps, Margaret

Cullen, Angie

Daniel, Doranne

Delaney, Joan

Public and Community Donors:

Deveaux, Linda

Dobson, Marlene

Dodge, Pat

Donovan, Joe and Janet
Dwyre, Ted and Marsha
Fahey, Janet

Fahey, Joseph and Eleanor
Fishburn, Cindy
Fischman, Marilyn
Fischman, Sheila

Fisher, Diane

Flynn, Ruby

French, Howard and Ilona
Gowdy, Doris

Greenhorn, Pat
Gunnewiek, Joyce
Gunnewiek, Leslie
Haldorsen, Michael
Halladay, Clint on
Hamilton, Dan

Hamilton, Harry
Hamilton, Joe & Mary Lou
Hamilton, John and Ann
Hamilton, Mike

Hamilton, Peter and Joanne
Hamilton, Tom and Debbie
Haskins, Diane and Keith
Hawkins, R./Diane Warren
Hayes, Frank and Nancy
Hayes, Tammy

Henson, Libby
Hoogenboom, Arie & Betty
Jackson, Bill

Jacob, Carol Ann

Kenney, Adam

Kenney, Chris and Shawna
Kenney, Marianne
Kenney, Joe P.

Kerr, Donald and Gail
King, Bob and Kay
Kirkwood, Lynn

Klaber, Gayle / Panzuto, R
Lake, Marilyn

Lambert, Ross & Joanne
Legere, B./C. Leininger
Legere, Clare

Legere, Tom and Beth
Legere, Heather
LeMonde-Meunier Franki
Lloyd, Ed and Dell

Lowe, Graham and Wendy
Lyle, John

Malcolm, Beth
McMahon, Dan
McMahon, Ellen
McMahon, Fran and Ted
Merry, George/Kelly/Diane
Miltenburg, Ceceila
Monaghan, Jane

Morris, Cameron
Morrison, Anne

Mueller, Richard
Murray, Bill and Sandy
Murray, Joe and Sherri
Mursell .Diane

Mustard, Joan

Mustard, Ben

Myers, Charles & Wilma
Myers, Frank

Nelson, Chris

Norris, Helen

O’Connor, Donna
Olesen, Nicole & Allan
O’Meara, Jim & Anne
O’Meara, Margaret
O’Meara, Peter

O’Neill, John

Ongley, Chris & Anne Louise

Parish, John
Patterson, Neil
Pennock, Walter

Sport, Rideau Lakes Township — Municipal Heritage Advisory Council,

Penny, Cathy & Malcolm
Preece, Amanda

Purdy, Barb

Quonge, Calvin
Ramdhanie, Evelyn
Ring, Alan

Roantree, Laura
Roantree, Mary & Doug
Roantree, Rebecca
Rowat, Barb

Rowswell, Ed & Virginia
Russell, Glen and Carol
Shea, Noreen (Kenney)
Sheldon, Lorry
Simmons-Wright, Nancy
Simmons, Jack

Smith, Claire and Nigel
Smith, Rona

Smith, Sandra

Sly, Linda and Henry
Smith, Bob and Darlene
Smith, Rona

Smith, Sandra

Thake, Marlene
Tremain, Loretta
Trembley, Louis
Ubdegrove, Linda
Vinkle,Ron & Elaine
Warren, Sue

Watson, Ken & Pat
Watters, Elaine & Vince
Weber, Ross

Welch, Lila

White, Peggy
Williamson, Derek/Katie
Willson, Edith & Swenson, P
Woods, Reg

World, Barb

Wright, Andrew

Wright, Elizabeth and John
Wright, Joan

Estate of Douglas Halladay, Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and




